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Abstract

Cdlen Marion led theteam thad etadishad theWetern Suburbs Ind gnaus Gath@ng Plaeein 2002,
TheA sadatian anstolring Ind ggaus padetaghe to ddraetheammunity s aitureand
idatity, emhanee df deeminatian and wal bangand gveweten siburbs Indgnaus A udrdiansa
sned bdagngand omngship. Cdlen@pressntation will desyibethe Gatheing Placinitiatives
and partneships with b cundls shals pdiceand amunity ad ssviceagnistians in whidh
Indgnaus ats and alturehae antributed tosucessul atames Cdlen will remmand way sthet
aundls @n exgegewith Indganaus anmunitiesin thgraess d Reandliation.

Thanks for inviting me bday to spek. | know thereare meny peple n the aidierce
here ha | know very wel 1@ like b acknowledg the taditiona ownersand pay ny
repecsto the pest and presert eders

Today, my presertaion is aout locd govemmernt and how the Wegern Suburbs
Indigerous Gathering Place waks with the sevenlocd caundilsin our area | an the
founder d the Western Suburbs I ndigenous Gathering Place,an aborigina organisation
in Maribyrnong, in the wetern suburbs of Mebourne. My position is now CEO, rather
than Direcor.

The Gathering Place wa officidly launchedby the Hon. Gavin Jeanings, Minister for
Aborigind Affars on 22 October 203. The weternsuburbs NAIDOC committee wa
founded wih regreenativesfrom cauncils and Victoria Police. Snce hen we lave
achieved huge siccesin grergthering the relaionships and sustaining the canmitment
to recanciliation. NAIDOC, for anyone who doesi®know, is Nationa Aborigind
IdanderDay Observence @mmittee.

The Gathering Place les avision ~staterrertE i t@about bringing indigenous people i,
and erhancing aborigind people®hedth and wel-beng.

All the cauncils in our locd arearaise he flags on the Manday of NAIDOC Week On
the flag the cdours repesent: black for pele, yelow for sun, redfor eath.
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We were recely involved wih an officid flag rasing & Meton Shire Gundil, the first
time Mekon had hosted sich an evert. At Hobson® Bay Aty Council wehad exchange
of flags with Victoria Police. | gave themthe Aborigind and TorresSrait Idander tags
and theyregponded wih the police fag. One d the main pegle nvolved wa
Inspecor Mick Millan, who retred recetly. Mick was one d the force n our
community in the wegern suburbs who redly waked bwadsrecaciliaion, bre&ing
down the barrierswith Victoria Police.

In June, Hobsons Bay Aty Council hostedour Recandiliaion dinner a the Williamstown
Town Hdl. | made aparticdar reques of councils this yea becaise t was 0 dgnificant,
the 40" anniversry of the refererdum and 50 yeas of NAIDOC. | asked he cauncils
to make agtatemert to our pegple n the west.

We wak very cbsely wih dl seven councils in the wegern suburbs, Mebourne,
Maribyrnong, Brimbank, Melton and Wyndham, who dl have arecanciliaion policy. |
wanted hemto sremgthentheir policiesaround enploymert and training and ther
commitmert towadsindigerous pele n the Weg. All cauncils work cooperdively
with the Gathering Place;de\eloping policiesand activitiessuch as Recanciliation Week,
NAIDOC Weekand contributing financidly to our organisation.

Our program such as the Wegern Regons Arts and Culture eens have mgor soonsors.
Debphin Lerdlease, Macquarie Bank Foundation, Aluma Ltd, Mebourne Wegern
suburbs cammittee, Berdigo Bank, dong with financid and in kind support from
MooneeValey Gty Council. The WegernRegon®|ndigenous Art Exhibition begn in
2003 as part of the Maonee \dley Gty Council® commitmert to recanciliation. It takes
place n the heritage isted WAter Burley Giffith Incineraor complex managed Ly
committeewhich is a partnersip betwveenMooneeValey @uncil, thelocd tradeisO
association and the WegernRegon NAIDOC cammittee.

A highlight of the ewert isthe Rrermier®WesernRegon at prize avaded b the wak
that beg illugtratesthe show®@there. There $ dso agererd avad and an award for
schools. This yea nineteenschools contributed atwork. The avardsto indigenous
inmaesare nedea the prisons duing NAIDOC weekwith ceklrations & apecHd
community ewert involving notable members of the conmunity. The am is for the
prisonersa Port Phillip and Phyllis Frost prisons and just recetly the rew renand
cenre,to continue ther at and deelop ther atigtic «kills anongst awider canmunity.
One atwork was was creaedby an ederand won the Premier®Art Awad last yea. It
wert on to our billboardsdl over the wegern suburbs.

The Incinerdaor was dso the verue for our Culturd Day. It showcased indigerous art
and cdture from the regpn, afree dg for the canmunity, including indigenous dancess,
free lush food, ranmaking, gory-teling and warkshops. During Re®nciliation Week
wevisted B schoolsin the wesern suburbs with a gory-teler and an artist. What
wonderiul work they put in.

During NAIDOC week as wel as ceklrating the 40" yeas snce he reérendum and
NAIDOC weekwe &0 recanisedWilliam Cooper. William Cooper wa one d the
elderswho fought for the rights of aborigind pegplein the 1930s. One d the eens
that remmenbersWilliam Cooper s the Wlliam Cooper Cup, where we |ay Victoria
Police n agame d footy.
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On Children@Day 300 school children came bgether and ae hosted by Maibyrnong
City Gouncil.

Indigerous at and cudture can showcae the ents and expertise of aorigind pele,
bringing out therr creaivity and dlowing themto express ther soriesof past experierce.
Working in partnersips with our locd goverrmert, caorporates police,schools, prisons
and wider canmunity hes erhanced he qportunitiesfor locd activitiesand gecHd
ewerts.

To sustain these re#tionships, we tave regllar meetngs with councillors and Victoria
Police. We reed 6 be gqoen minded &out recanciliation but dso lissento eah other.
We ae gateful to our sponsors and dl of the locd cauncils wewaork with.

Thank you.

Calen@® badkgaund indudeswak inveriaus Sateand Cammowmedth dpartrmantsinduding
samd yarsasayaith ke a Bdtara Ddetian Cattre Her axgingpessan fa- he padeis
exaptiond and isthefaebenind thesuses d TheGatheingPlaee Her derminatian tosseinprovad
atarmssfa thelndggaus Camunity, particilarly theyang paqde has ben theatdyd far
sgifiant improemats dl d whid @n beatributel tohe indvamant. Cdlea'swak with and
ahieamatsin theVidaian Abaignd Camunity hserestly e aknonedged by Sesethe
Chiden VidaidsWhieFlare Award (2005) and NAIDOC V idaian Rexgitin Awerd
(2006). ww.opth@ngdaceamau

Proceedings of the 'Expanding Cultures’ conference, Melbourne, July 2007

Hosted by the City of Stonnington, supported by the Cities of Yarra, Melbourne, Moreland, Maribyrnong, Moonee
Valley, Boroondara and Port Phillip and the Cultural Development Network
www.culturaldevelopment.net.au/expandingcultures




