[image: image1.png]—xpanding Cultures
Arts and Local Government Conference

duly 24-27 2007
Chapel off Chapel, Prahran, Victoria, Australia




Conference Networking Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25 July

Host councils welcome delegates for formal and informal activities.
'Expanding Cultures' conference is about expanding networks. The pre-conference program has been developed in response to a key objective of this conference - people meeting, talking, and sharing ideas. The program over these two days will provide an opportunity for delegates to take time out of the office and to meet with old friends and colleagues and to develop new professional relationships. Staff from the arts and cultural development teams of host councils are making themselves available for informal meetings on-site or in the conference precinct during these two days.

More information about the arts and cultural programs of all host councils and links to their websites are available from www.culturaldevelopment.net/expandingcultures/councils.htm
…………………………………………………………………………………….

Tuesday July 24:  

……………………………………………………………………………………..

The City of Yarra
10 am- 1.30 pm:  ‘Arts, heritage and community activism’:  
Visit the Abbotsford Convent community precinct and the historic Fitzroy Town Hall.  

Meeting point

Meet on the Napier Street steps of the Fitzroy Town Hall at 10.00am for bus transport to the Abbotsford Convent. The Fitzroy Town Hall is located on the corner of Moore and Napier Streets, Fitzroy (Melway reference 2C B9). 

Site visit and tour of the Abbotsford Convent 

The Abbotsford Convent is an extraordinary place and is fast becoming an important arts, education and cultural precinct in Melbourne. Just 4km from Melbourne’s CBD, its 11 historic buildings, gardens and car park are spread over 6.8 hectares in a sweeping bend in the Yarra River and are surrounded by the Collingwood Children’s Farm and Yarra Bend Park. It was saved from residential development in a seven year community campaign. The Abbotsford Convent is located at 1 St Heliers Street, Abbotsford (Melway reference: 44 G5).
Lunch

Delegates can enjoy an early lunch at one of the unique cafes on the convent site (at own expense) before a return bus trip to the Fitzroy Town Hall. 

Site visit and tour of the Fitzroy Town Hall 

A recently completed upgrade to this heritage listed building has resulted in a fully accessible community facility, with a mix of Council administration, small arts organisations and facilities for hire. 

At the end of the program, delegates can explore the lively shopping precincts of Brunswick and Gertrude Streets or travel to Moreland for the exhibition tour and artists forum. 

RSVP for tour: ccpadmin@yarracity.vic.gov.au by Friday July 19

1.30pm – 5.00pm

Informal meeting option: City of Yarra Arts and Cultural Services staff

The City of Yarra is located immediately north-east of the Melbourne CBD. The original inhabitants of the Yarra area were the Wurundjeri Aboriginal people. The character of Yarra reflects our varied history with a mixture of residential, industrial and commercial areas. The City is known for its extensive community services infrastructure and it contains a highly multi-cultural population. Arts and cultural practice flourishes in its arts hubs and in studios, performing and music venues, festivals, parks, streets, art galleries, libraries, schools, restaurants, hotels and backyards, and is integral to the City's quality of life. The City of Yarra's vision is as a leading place for diverse and vibrant arts, cultures and communities. The Council's mission is to work with communities, artists, organisations, business and government to achieve community well-being, economic strength and cultural vitality within Yarra.

The following staff will be available for informal meetings on Tuesday July 24 between 1.30- 5.00pm at the Fitzroy Town Hall, corner Napier and Moore Streets, Fitzroy:

Helen Baker, Arts and Cultural Services Co-ordinator whose responsibilities include research, communication and promotion, strategic planning and coordination. Helen can also discuss the role of the Arts and Cultural Development Officer – Cultural Festivals and Events. 
To make an appointment with Helen, contact her directly on bakerh@yarracity.vic.gov.au   or 03 9205 5038

 

Siu Chan, Arts and Cultural Development Officer whose responsibilities include supporting community cultural development across Yarra. 

To make an appointment with Siu contact her directly on chans@yarracity.vic.gov.au  or 03  9205 5014

 

Brona Keenan, Arts and Cultural Development Officer whose responsibilities include arts development and art in public places. 

To make an appointment with Brona, contact her directly on keenanb@yarracity.vic.gov.au or 03  9205 5029

 

For further Information:

· City of Yarra: www.yarracity.vic.gov.au 
· Abbotsford Convent: www.abbotsfordconvent.com.au 
Getting to the Fitzroy Town Hall

Please consider using sustainable transport options when visiting the Fitzroy Town Hall.

· Walking: 35 minute walk from the CBD.

· Cycling: Bike parking in Napier and Moor Streets.  

· Tram: Routes 112, 86 and 96 (alight at the stop near the Atherton Gardens high-rise housing estate at the corner of Condell Street.)  20 minutes from the CBD.

· Train: 25 minute walk from Parliament, Collingwood and Victoria Park Stations. 

· Bus: Johnston Street: 200, 201, 203, 205, 207. Victoria Parade: 301 – 309.

· Call Metlink on 131 638 or visit www.metlinkmelbourne.com.au for more public transport information.

· Driving: Limited on street parking. Disability parking in the courtyard, Napier Street and Condell Street.

Getting to the Abbotsford Convent (if you wish to visit separately)

· Walking and cycling: The Capital City cycling and walking path passes the site.

· Train: Victoria Park on the Epping/Hurtsbridge line is the closest railway station.

· Bus: 200, 201, 205 and 207 run along Johnson Street. Get off at the Clarke Street bus stop. (Make sure you are going in the Kew Junction direction), turn left from Clarke Street into St. Heliers Street. 

· Call Metlink on 131 638 or visit www.metlinkmelbourne.com.au for more public transport information.

· Driving: All day parking is available on the north side of St Heliers Street and costs $2.00. There is also 15 minute parking on the street. There is no vehicular access to the Convent site.

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Tuesday July 24:  

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Moonee Valley City Council

10 am-11 am:  Visit the Incinerator Arts Complex

How to get there:  Melways Ref Map 28 D7, Train to Moonee Ponds Station 
Bus 467 (Aberfeldie – Moonee Ponds)  / 468 (Essendon to Highpoint),or Trams 57/82, 
The Incinerator Arts Complex, Holmes Road, Moonee Ponds, is a heritage listed visual arts and workshop venue. The original building was designed by the Walter Burley Griffin company as the Essendon waste destructor. The building was refurbished in 2003 and consists of gallery spaces, artists’ studios and workshop spaces.  

Tour leaders:  James Buick, Manager, Arts and Culture and Dan Mitchell, Co-ordinator Incinerator Arts Complex, Moonee Valley City Council.  

  

RSVP for tour to Dan Mitchell on dmitchell@mvcc.vic.gov.au  by Friday July 19

www.mvcc.vic.gov.au
…………………………………………………….

Informal meeting option with Moonee Valley City Council staff

Moonee Valley staff will be available for informal meetings with conference delegates 

between 9.30-10 and 11-12 on Tuesday July 24, at the Incinerator Arts Complex, 180 Holmes Rd, Moonee Ponds.  

The Arts & Culture Department at Moonee Valley has recently been formed by the amalgamation of the primary arts & culture related units. A number of work units have now come together under the one banner which raises the profile and allows for a greater synergy between all aspects of arts & culture in the city. The department consists of Cultural Development, Clocktower Centre (performing arts venue) Incinerator Arts Centre (visual arts, workshops & community spaces) and Festival & Events. 

James Buick, Manager, Arts & Culture, whose area of specialist expertise is arts venue development, including amongst other projects, the fit-out and opening of the Clocktower Centre and Incinerator Arts Complex.   
To make an appointment with James, contact him directly on jbuick@mvcc.vic.gov.au /03 9243 8819. 

Dan Mitchell, Co-ordinator, Incinerator Arts Complex who is responsible for venue programming, creative development and events at the Incinerator. To make an appointment with Dan, contact him directly on dmitchell@mvcc.vic.gov.au/ 03 8325 1750

…………………………………………………………………………………….

Tuesday July 24:  

…………………………………………………………………………………….

Moreland City Council: 
2.30 - 5.30 pm: 

‘Humanist Art / Symbolic Sites’:  Exhibition tour and curator’s talk,  

Counihan Gallery, 233 Sydney Road, Brunswick

How to get there: Catch tram 19 from Elizabeth St city to stop 21, corner of Sydney Rd and Dawson Streets (allow approx 20 mins)

This exhibition celebrates art and its ability to communicate and contribute to possible change.  The works speak of love, family, war, peace, environment, human rights and reconciliation with conviction.  It was organised in Australia with works by artists from many countries - first presented at the symbolic site of Guernica, Spain. 

Brunswick became established as a symbolic site by the actions of artist Noel Counihan, whose free speech protests during the 1930s symbolised the power and effectiveness of individual action.
Afternoon tea will be provided

Tour leaders: Edwina Bartlem, Gallery Curator, William Kelly, Exhibition Curator and Anne-Maree Pfabe, Unit Manager, Arts and Culture, Moreland City Council

RSVP for tour to Edwina Bartlem, ebartlem@moreland.vic.gov.au by Friday July 19

www.moreland.vic.gov.au
…………………………………………………….

Informal meeting option: City of Moreland Arts and Culture Unit
City of Moreland staff will be available for informal meetings with conference delegates 

to be confirmed
…………………………………………………………………………………….

Wednesday July 25

…………………………………………………………………………………….

City of Boroondara

10 am-12 noon: ‘A Town Hall re-Interpreted- beyond the Saturday night dance’.  

Tour and presentation of plans for re-development of the historic Hawthorn Town Hall as an arts and cultural centre, including a tour of the existing Town Hall Gallery and Civic Collections Centre. 

Meet: 10 am in the foyer of the Hawthorn Town Hall foyer, 358 Burwood Road Hawthorn.

How to get there: Catch train from Flinders St to Glenferrie Station.  The Town Hall is a two minute walk from the station.  Allow 20 mins from the city. There is a public car park at the rear of the Town Hall

Tour leaders:  Pamela McKimm, Manager, Leisure and Cultural Services, Martin Foot, Cultural Services Co-ordinator and Mardi Nowak, Curator. 

RSVP for tour to Martin Foot on mfoot@boroondara.vic.gov.au   by Friday July 19

www.boroondara.vic.gov.au-
…………………………………………………….

Informal meeting option: City of Boroondara, Cultural Services Department

City of Boroondara staff will be available for informal meetings with conference delegates 

on Wednesday July 25, between 1 pm and 4 pm  

…………………………………………………………………………………….

Wednesday July 25

…………………………………………………………………………………….

City of Port Phillip
10 am-12 noon: Visit the Jewish Museum of Australia, St KIlda
The Jewish Museum of Australia offers its visitors a window into the Jewish world. Interactive displays bring to life 4000 years of the diverse history, religion and culture of the Jewish people.

Meet at the Museum, 26 Alma Rd, St Kilda at 10 am
How to get there:  Melways Ref 58 C9, Tram Routes 3 or 67 from the city to stop 32
The museum’s current exhibitions include ‘Diaspora: Homelands in Exile’: photographs by Frédéric Brenner. Morning tea will be provided to visiting delegates.

“How does one identify Jewishness? What are its signs?” Frédéric Brenner’s provocative, humorous, and startlingly unexpected photographs chronicling Jewish life in over forty countries question the boundaries between self and other, authenticity and adaptation, exile and home. 

Tour leader: Guest curator Rebecca Forgasz. Rebecca has a Masters degree in Jewish Studies from Oxford University and a Masters degree in Women’s Studies from Monash University. In addition to her position as Manager of Exhibitions at the Public Records Office Victoria, she has curated five exhibitions for the Jewish Museum since 1997. Rebecca has a particular interest in the work of Frédéric Brenner.

RSVP: on (03) 9534 0459 or rsvp@jewishmuseum.com.au by Friday July 19. 
For further information, see www.jewishmuseum.com.au or call 9534 0083

…………………………………………………….

12 -1.30pm: Visit Theatreworks, independent theatre and performance venue, St KIlda
Theatreworks is one of Melbourne’s foremost independent performance and theatre making venues. Theatreworks have a highly regarded Company Initiative Program that builds and develops relationships with independent performance companies to foster the development of new innovative work or re-investigation of existing text.

Meet at 12 noon at Theatreworks, 14 Acland St, St Kilda (cnr of St Leonards Ave)

How to get there: Trams 16 and 96 – Alight at the Luna Park Junction and travel west along Acland Street towards Fitzroy Street. Theatreworks is number 14 and is on the right. 

Tram112 – Alight at the last stop. Cross Fitzroy Street and walk towards the Esplanade. Take the first left into Acland Street and walk a couple of blocks to number 14. Theatreworks is on the left. Allow approx 30 minutes from the city.
Tour leader: Nic Clark, General Manager

RSVP to Nic Clark on 03 9534 4879 by Friday July 19.  www.theatreworks.com.au

…………………………………………………….

1.30-3.30 pm: Visit Linden – Centre for Contemporary Arts, St Kilda.

Linden is Linden is a not for profit, public gallery that nurtures the production, enjoyment and understanding of contemporary art housed in a gracious Victorian mansion in the heart of St Kilda. Linden’s annual exhibition program supports and promotes contemporary art by: 

· providing emerging and established artists with free exhibition space through an Innovators Program, 

· presenting curated exhibitions that encourage risk, 

· dedicating an annual exhibition to contemporary Indigenous art and 

· holding an annual open entry competition the Linden Postcard Show. 
The gallery tour will feature Linden’s annual NAIDOC (National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee) exhibition Nguurramban: From Where We Are. The exhibition, curated by Jirra Lulla Harvey, brings together four Indigenous installation artists, Vicki Couzens, Jonathan Jones, Reko Rennie-Gwaybilla and Vicki West, who explore the ways in which traditions permeate their contemporary life.

Meet at  1.30 pm at Linden Gallery, 26 Acland Street St Kilda 
How to get there: Trams 16 and 96 – Alight at the Luna Park Junction and travel west along Acland Street towards Fitzroy Street. Linden is number 26 and is on the right. 

Tram112 – Alight at the last stop. Cross Fitzroy Street and walk towards the Esplanade. Take the first left into Acland Street and walk a couple of blocks to number 26. Linden is on the left. Allow approx 30 minutes from the city.
Tour leader: Gallery Director Giacomina Pradolin.

RSVP to admin@lindenarts.org or 209 6794 by Monday 16 July  www.lindenarts.org
…………………………………………………….

4pm – 5pm: Visit Gasworks Community Arts Centre and Park, Albert Park

Gasworks is a not-for-profit community arts centre in beautiful park surrounds, on the site of the former South Melbourne gas plant. Situated in Albert Park, Gasworks is just three kilometres from the CBD, and the precinct houses four hectares of park, two theatres, three gallery spaces, a café, a children’s bookshop, as well as function and workshop spaces.

Gasworks has 14 resident visual artists and a small but dedicated staff working to present an annual program which includes festivals and events, seasons within Melbourne’s biggest arts festivals, farmers’ markets, classes and workshops, creative and professional development opportunities for artists, children’s programming and more. In addition, over 70 performing arts events and 40 visual arts exhibitions are presented in the venue each year.

Meet at 4 pm in the Theatre Foyer at Gasworks, 21 Graham Street, Albert Park, (corner of  Pickles)
How to get there: Melways Ref: 2J H7

From the City, catch the No. 1 tram from Swanston Street (to South Melbourne Beach). Alight at Stop 31 and walk down Graham St.

Alternatively, catch the No. 109 tram from Collins St (to Port Melbourne). Alight at Stop 128 and walk down Graham St. This route has disabled access.

RSVP to frontdesk@gasworks.org.au on 9699 3253 by Friday July 19www.gasworks.org.au
…………………………………………………….

Informal meeting option: City of Port Phillip

Conference delegates are welcome to visit Port Phillip Arts and Festivals staff. Please contact Melissa Hayes at mhayes@portphillip.vic.gov.au or phone 9209 6231. Details of the City of Port Phillip Arts and Festivals unit can be found at http://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/art_culture.html 

…………………………………………………………………………………….

Wednesday July 25

…………………………………………………………………………………….

The City of Melbourne

2.30-4 pm   Visit to ‘ArtsHouse: Meat Market and North Melbourne Town Hall’ 

Wednesday July 25

…………………………………………………………………………………….

The City of Melbourne

2.30-4 pm   Visit to ‘ArtsHouse: Meat Market and North Melbourne Town Hall’.

Meet: in the foyer of North Melbourne Town Hall at 2.30 pm. Delegates will take a short walk between venues. 

How to get there: Catch tram 57 from Elizabeth St in the city to stop 12 at the corner of Errol and Queensberry Sts. The Town Hall is on the corner, access from Queensberry St.  Allow 20-25 mins from the city.

Site visit and tour of the North Melbourne Town Hall and Studio, followed by a light afternoon tea, then tour of the Meat Market.  These buildings house a number of arts spaces for creative development and presentation of contemporary arts practice across all art forms, gallery spaces for exhibition and meeting and conference facilities. The venues also provide office spaces for 32 arts organisations.  The buildings are managed by a core group of staff who maintain the buildings, produce projects, provide grants, mentor artists, and provide presentation and technical support.  At the end of this program, delegates will be transported by bus to Prahran for conference drinks function

Tour leader:  Sue Beal, Team Leader, Arts House

RSVP for tour to Lauren Anderson on Lauren.anderson@melbourne.vic.gov.au or on 

9322 3719 by Friday July 19

…………………………………………………….

Informal meeting option: City of Melbourne’s Artshouse staff
The following staff will be available for informal meetings on Wednesday 25 July between 2-3 pm at the North Melbourne Town Hall, corner Errol and Queensberry  Streets, North Melbourne.
Kate Ben-Tovin, Associate Producer, whose responsibilities include developing special projects, fundraising and providing support for artists in production.
To make an appointment with Kate contact her directly on katben@melbourne.vic.gov.au  or 03 9322 3715
 

Jude Gun, Projects Producer, whose responsibilities include project development, promotion and publicity, documentation and artists support. 
To make an appointment with Jude, contact her directly on judgun@melbourne.vic.gov.au or 03  9322 3716
 

Adrian Aderhold, Technical Production Manager, whose responsibilities include project production management, providing technical support to artists, operating shows, maintaining technical infastructure, managing capital works and preparation of tenders and contracts. 
To make an appointment with Adrian, contact him directly on adrade@melbourne.vic.gov.au or 03  9322 3712
…………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………….

Date to be confirmed
…………………………………………………………………………………….

Maribyrnong City Council

2.30-4 pm  Visit to Quang Minh Temple, Burke Street, Braybrook
How to get there: Catch train from Flinders St to Footscray station.  Cross over the bridge to finish up by the doughnut van street. Allow 10 mins from the city.
This Buddhist temple will provide an insight into the cultural diversity of the city and an understanding of programs run by the Temple to assist the local community.  
Please note: Visitors will be required to remove shoes to enter the temple

At the end of this program, delegates can catch the train back to the city and then on to Prahran for conference welcome drinks.

Tour leaders: Gill Savage, Cultural Planner, Maribyrnong and the Venerable Phuoc Tan

…………………………………………………….

Informal meeting option: Maribyrnong City Council’s Arts and Culture Team

to be confirmed
…………………………………………………………………………………….







