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ANNOUNCING INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL KEYNOTE SPEAKERS AT

EXPANDING CULTURES

ARTS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE
At Chapel Off Chapel, 

Prahran Victoria

24 - 27 July 2007

International keynote speakers The Hon Nanaia Mahuta (NZ), Jude Bloomfield (UK) and Jordi Pascual (Spain), will join national and local speakers at next month’s Expanding Cultures Arts and Local Government Conference. 

Recognising the need for local government workers in arts and culture to share experiences and expertise, the Cities of Stonnington, Yarra, Melbourne, Moreland, Maribyrnong, Moonee Valley, Boroondara, Port Phillip and the Cultural Development Network announced the inaugural Expanding Cultures conference earlier this year. The conference and related programs will be held at Chapel Off Chapel, in Melbourne from 24 – 27 July. 

Focussing on the contribution of arts and cultural development to the strength and well being of local communities, the Expanding Cultures Conference will include a program of  workshop, discussion sessions and performances, plus opportunities for networking with colleagues from across Victoria, Australia and overseas. 

Expanding Cultures is honoured to feature international keynote speakers The Hon Nanaia Mahuta (NZ), Jude Bloomfield (UK), and Jordi Pascual (Spain) and as well as local and national speakers as part of the program. 

Maori New Zealander of Waikato-Maniapoto and Ngaapuhi descent, The Hon Nanaia Mahuta is currently the Minister of Customs and Youth Affairs, and Associate Minister for Local Government and the Environment in New Zealand. Committed to working with local communities to find creative solutions to age-old problems and long-term sustainable opportunities, Nanaia Mahuta will therefore focus her presentation on Local Government, Culture and Indigenous Communities.

An independent researcher in urban cultures, cultural planning and citizenship (specialising in multiculturalism and interculturalism) and research associate of the International Cultural Planning and Policy Unit at the De Montfort University in Leicester, UK’s Jude Bloomfield will speak on International Dialogue: Creating the New. 

Jordi Pascual’s presentation will focus on Global Community and Local Government: Agenda 21 for Culture. Currently the Coordinator of the Working Group on Culture of United Cities and Local Government (UCLG) based at the Institut de Cultura, Barcelona City Council; the UCLG seeks to progress the ‘Agenda 21 for culture – an undertaking by cities and local governments for cultural development’. 
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Other local and national speakers will include
· Penny Hutchinson (Director of Arts Victoria); 

· The Hon Richard Wynne (Minister for Local Government).



· 
· Colleen Marion (Founding Chairperson and CEO, Western Suburbs Indigenous Gathering Place Association); 

· Dr Martin Mulligan (Deputy Director of RMIT University’s Globalism Institute); 

· Glenyys Romanes (Manager of Community Relationships, Department of Infrastructure); 

· Professor John Wiseman (Director) and Dr Kathleen Brasher (Research Fellow at the McCaughey Centre for Mental Health and Well-Being, University of Melbourne); 
· 
Topics to be addressed include;
 the changing shape of community cultures and their impact on local government in Victoria; arts as a vehicle for strengthening communities and facilitating social inclusion; and the impact of arts activities on health, education and economic development.

Expanding Cultures will be of particular interest to decision and policy makers in local, state and federal government; staff in arts and cultural planning and programming, community, youth, disability services, economic development, urban and environmental planning; artists and arts workers who are interested in community engagement and academics with interests in arts and culture.

For further information about the Expanding Cultures conference, including speaker profiles, registration and program details, visit www.culturaldevelopment.net/expandingcultures
For all media enquiries please contact Kelly Fogarty Publicity
T: 03 9315 8863 I M: 0402 230 670 I E: kelly@kellyfogartypublicity.com.au
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