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Encouraging Creativity and 
Creative School - Community Partnerships
Resource and ideas list
John Smithies, Director, Cultural Development Network

The Cultural Development Network is a small non-profit organisation that generates new ideas and new connections for governments, communities and individual practitioners around issues of cultural vitality.  CDN works towards a society in which local communities, in all their diversity, have the resources and support they need to make and express their own culture.  Subscribe: it’s free! www.culturaldevelopment.net.au
………………………………………………………………………………………….

Organisations who can help you:

Arts Access: This organisation works in the area of arts and disability, A great resource if you want to know more about how to work through the arts with people who have a disability or about disability issues   www.artsaccess.com.au
Regional Arts Victoria:  RAV assists regional areas in Victoria to create, produce, exhibit and tour arts events of all kinds.  Arts2Go program funds arts organisations to send live theatre and music programs, exhibitions and film production to young people in schools all around Australia.  www.rav.net.au
Multicultural Arts Victoria:  a peak body that represents, funds and promotes artists and projects from diverse cultural backgrounds and languages to all Victorians.  Their database provides information about artists from diverse cultural backgrounds. www.multiculturalarts.com.au
Community Music Victoria:  supports, promotes and facilitates music-making among Victorian communities. They can help find experienced music leaders.  http://cmv.customer.netspace.net.au/
Ausdance Victoria: promotes access to dance of all kinds within Victoria 
Their Victorian Dance Directory is a great listing of dance artists and teachers  http://www.victoriandancedirectory.com.au/
www.ausdance.org.au/vic/index.html
Drama Victoria: resource for teachers in the area of drama and theatrical performance, providing teaching resources & exam kits for all levels. www.dramavictoria.vic.edu.au/
Local resources:  

Arts and Culture Officers in each local council have a role to support local initiatives. They may have grants, projects you can get involved in, a register of artists and arts organisations.  Also consider partnerships with community centres, neighbourhood houses, community and welfare organisations, arts organisations, festivals.  
Some organisations who work creatively with children and communities:

· Gallery Sunshine Everywhere:  engage schools, families, business and the broader community with the art of pre-primary, primary and secondary school students by exhibiting the art of pre-primary, primary and secondary school students. www.gallerysunshine.com
· City of Melbourne’s Artplay is Australia’s only arts centre especially for children up to the age of 13. Located at Birrarung Marr, behind Federation Square, ArtPlay has offered children and artists a unique opportunity to imagine, explore and create art together. www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/info.cfm?top=22&pg=1963
· Arts Centre Schools Program: a diverse and engaging range of high-quality educational programs to inspire your students, expand horizons and unlock the creative imagination www.theartscentre.com.au/discover/education.aspx
· Festival of Healthy Living: an exciting and innovative mental health promotion strategy, auspiced by The Royal Children's Hospital Mental Health Service, which links communities, mental health promotion and the arts. www.rch.org.au/fhl/index.cfm?doc_id=3967

and also Westside Circus, Arena Theatre, Kita Performing Arts Company, Polyglot Puppets, the Immigration Museum….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………….

Funding

City of Melbourne’s Artplay grants are available for projects where artists work with children  www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/info.cfm?top=22&pg=3993

Darebin City Council has an Artist in Residence grant for schools as part of its annual Music Feast.  www.darebin.vic.gov.au/page/page.asp?Page_id=6979
Arts Victoria: Artists in Schools program provides opportunities for professional artists to work with young people in Victorian primary and secondary schools. Schools engage an artist for up to 20 days to work with students and teachers on a creative project.
www.arts.vic.gov.au/content/Public/Funding_Programs/Education_Partnerships/Artists_in_Schools.aspx
Australia Council Community Partnerships:  a range of programs to support community based arts and culture, including community cultural development. www.australiacouncil.gov.au/grants
Community foundations: A few ideas, but there are many more. 

Ourcommunity.com has an excellent resources to help you find them
Harold Mitchell Foundation http://www.haroldmitchellfoundation.com.au/
Ross Trust http://www.rosstrust.org.au/
Melbourne Community Foundation  http://www.communityfoundation.org.au/
Myer Foundation http://www.myerfoundation.org.au
………………………………………………………………………………………….

Reference list 
CDN hosted this series of events around Victoria in June, 2008

‘Connecting Schools and Communities: exploring the use of schools and community facilities for creative community outcomes’.

The following papers from the conference are available for free download from

www.culturaldevelopment.net/cdnevents_past.htm

Providing creative arts programs for young people through successful partnerships with schools, sporting and community organizations
Lisa Fitzhugh, Founder and Executive Director, Artscorps, Seattle, USA

How the Live Arts Incubator Came About, Jude Anderson, Artistic Director, Punctum
Skills Connection, Marita Brady, Manager, Community Connection
Creative Partnerships: What can we learn from Artplay? Robert Brown, The University of Melbourne
Making the Most of Creative Partnerships: collaborations between learners, teachers and artists, (Discussion notes), Robert Brown, University of Melbourne,
Schools as Community Facilities, Mark Donehue, Regeneration Officer, Dept Education and Early Childhood Development, Barwon South West region
Community Partnerships, Mandy Grinblat, Senior Arts Officer, Arts Victoria
School and Local Government Partnerships: Performing Arts Facilities and Programmes, Rob Robson, City of Greater Shepparton 
Poems about Community Spaces, Annabel Tellis
The Policy Perspective: School and Community Partnerships, Michael Tudball, Director, School and Community Partnerships, Dept Planning Comm Development
Sound Links: collaborations between musical communities and schools in Victoria, Dr. Brydie Leigh Bartleet, Queensland Conservatorium Research Centre, Griffith University
Schools as Core Social Centres, Lesley Hyde, Catholic Education Office
The Song Room: Providing Opportunities for Enhanced Learning and Development for Disadvantaged Childen Through Music and the Arts, 
The Song Room Vision and Target Groups, Deborah Nicholson, Program Manager, The Song Room
Learnings From Research: How Do Our Communities Benefit Through Developing Creative Partnerships? Maureen Ryan, Professor, School of Education, Victoria University, and Director, Gallery Sunshine Everywhere (PPT version)
Active After-School Communities Program, Kate Simkovic, State Manager, Victoria, Active After-School Communities Program

Taking Learning to the Learners: Developing a Learning Community, Angela Craven, Yarrunga Primary School
Creative and sustainable mental health promotion through the arts in schools and communities, John Lane, Festival for Healthy Living
Museums and Education- Linking Students, Teachers and their Communities, Public Programs and Exhibitions at the Immigration Museum in 2008, Jan Molloy, Programs Co-ordinator Humanities, Immigration Museum
How do our communities benefit through creative partnerships?: a tricky question, Mark Selkrig, La Trobe University, Albury-Wodonga Campus

Other references

Beginners Guide to Community Based Arts, Keith Knight & Mat Schwarzman, (2005),

New Village Press, www.newvillagepress.net/pub_BegGuideCommunityArts.html

Champions of change: The impacts of the arts on learning, Fiske, E.B. (Ed.). (1999).

Washington, DC: Arts Education Partnership. This report compiles seven major studies that provide new evidence of enhanced learning and achievement when students are involved in a variety of arts experiences.  http://aep-arts.org/PDF%20Files/ChampsReport.pdf

Evaluating Community Arts & Community Well Being: An Evaluation Guide for Community Arts Practitioners, Clare Keating, (2002)

This guide includes worksheets and tools to assist the community arts sector evaluate its work.  www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/Content.aspx?topicID=239#cs_650
The Fourth Pillar of Sustainability: culture’s essential role in public planning, 
Hawkes, J (2001)   Cultural Development Network  www.culturaldevelopment.net.au
Gifts of the Muse: Reframing the Debate About the Benefits of the Arts

Kevin F. McCarthy, Elizabeth Heneghan Ondaatje, Laura Zakaras and Arthur Brooks

A comprehensive view of how the arts create private and public value, underscores the importance of the arts’ intrinsic benefits, and links the creation of benefits to arts involvement. http://www.rand.org/publications/MG/MG218/
Literature Review: Community Arts Practice

This report reviews the evidence base of the VicHealth Arts for Health Program in the light of existing Australian and international studies on similar programs.

www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/assets/contentFiles/Promoting%20Mental%20Health%20-

%20Arts%20Participation%20.pdf

Making Exact Change: How Arts-Based Programs Have Made Significant and Sustained Impact on their Communities, research project on exemplary arts-based programs that have had a significant, sustained positive impact on their communities.  www.makingexactchange.org
Partnership Resource for Community Arts, prepared by Effective Change for VicHealth, April 2006.  This resource is to assist community arts organisations undertaking projects with one or more partners, addressing some of the challenges of working in partnerships, as well as highlighting the benefits.
http://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/assets/contentFiles/Partnership_Resource_for_Community_Arts.pdf

Promoting Mental Health & Wellbeing through Community & Cultural Development:

A Review of Literature focusing on Community Festivals and Celebrations

www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/assets/contentFiles/PromotingMentalHealthCommunityCelebrationsFestival
s.pdf
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John Smithies, Director, Cultural Development Network    john.smithies@culturaldevelopment.net.au 
03 9658 8850   www.culturaldevelopment.net.au
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