
 

Indigenous Arts Programs: 
Models for engagement in local government 
Friday 13th, Yarra Room, Melbourne Town Hall 

CDN members and supporters gathered on a rather warm Friday afternoon for the forum 
‘Indigenous Arts Program: Models for engagement in local government’.  Speakers were 
varied, ranging from Indigenous film-makers, actors, artists and cultural development 
workers.  Speakers encouraged the audience of artists, arts workers and local government 
officers with ways to engage their councils on the importance of indigenous arts in the 
culture of those communities. 

Colin Hunter kicked off the afternoon 
by his ‘Welcome to the Country’ and 
spoke about his family origins and 
Richard Franklin, a well-known film-
maker/director/ musician introduced 
the speakers. 

Kylie Belling spoke about her career 
as actor and an Indigenous Program 
Manager with the City of Melbourne.  
Her main advice was persistence 
and consultation with peers and 
indigenous artists.  

Sahn Cramer discussed her role as 
the Cultural Development worker at 
the City of Ballarat.  She also agreed 

with Kylie to constantly consult and also to just reach out and make networks with the local 
community.  To know the municipality’s demographic can play a vital role in creating 
networks and maintaining relationships between artists, community groups and local 
government. 

Jason Eades spoke about the role of the indigenous art in Victoria and compared it with 
New Zealand.  Land rights and acknowledgement of history and Maori culture serve a 
much more presence compared to indigenous culture in Australia. The role of indigenous 
arts should serve more than a commodity, but also community well-being. Jason also 
spoke about his involvement in the arts panel for VicUrban, where public art can be 
incorporated in community well-being. 

Christine Ward a well-known artist was the final speaker. She spoke about her various 
roles she undertaken as an indigenous arts worker. Her main message was to take any 
opportunity that may come your way and to use it to your advantage. Having been 
involved in many projects, networking is the best way to advocate the importance of your 
work. 

Question and discussion time followed and the forum concluded with drinks and nibbles, 
allowing the speakers to meet up with peers. 

The Feedback from audience members indicated that they found the event worthwhile, 
with all those who provided feedback commenting that speakers were from ’good’ to 
‘excellent’ and that the session was ‘very’ or ‘extremely relevant’ to them. However one 
preferred a break in between the session.  
 


