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The Cultural Development Network and the City of Melbourne’s Arts and 
Participation Program, in collaboration with The Torch, present  

 
Gettin’ It Right:  

Community Consent and the Arts 
 

Wednesday 9 June, 1.00- 4.30 pm 
VicHealth, Carlton  

 
This public forum features presentations from artists and arts organisations who are 
developing their practice around informed consent for their work with communities and 
individuals.    This forum aims to assist artists and arts organizations act ethically to 
protect the interests of community participants, while allowing maximum freedom in the 
creative process.  
  

PROGRAM 
 
Chair: Michelle Chiller, Executive Officer, The Torch  
Introduction 
 

Presenters’ panel: 
 
Rebecca McLean, documentary film maker from Sharp Film Productions.  
Rebecca has extensive radio journalism credits and experience with a number of 
Aboriginal community controlled media corporations. She shares her experience in 
gathering community consent in conversation with Michelle Chiller. 
 
John Smithies and Pia Smith, Cultural Development Network  
Presenting VicHealthÕs Community Consent and the Arts Research Project.  
 

Adam Rozsa, Arts Development Officer, Arts Access Victoria  
Presenting Raw Law: accessible legal information for artists with a disability 
 

Jemma Mead, Merri Community Health Service.   
How Y-GLAM Performing Arts Project has addressed issues relating to informed 
consent and copyright, with same sex attracted and transgender young people 
 
Mark Camilleri, psychologist / community educator, Family Planning Victoria 
discussing film project, Not So Straight, involving same sex attracted young people. 
 
DISCUSSION AND QUESTIONS  
 
2.50    AFTERNOON TEA BREAK 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DISCUSSION GROUPS 
 
3.10:  Round 1  
 
Group 1:   Oops! ‐ legal advice and considerations for projects already swimming towards 
the deep end.  How can we work towards solving problems for the future? 
Host: Vicky Guglielmo, Arts and Participation Program Manager, City of Melbourne  
Discussant: Mark Williams, lawyer, Williams Solicitors. 
  
Group 2:   ‘Please Explain’  ‐ a more thorough unpacking and explanation of community 
consent considerations for arts workers.  Why is community consent such a hot topic  now?   
Host: John Smithies, Director, Cultural Development Network 
Discussant: Pia Smith, researcher, VicHealth/ CDN Informed Consent Project 
 
Group 3:  Consent in Practice – Fun and fantastic pre‐emptive session for community project 
organisers wanting know how to take the first step. 
Host: Alison Brash, Artistic Co‐ordinator, The Torch 
Discussant: Christy Longhurst, Community Projects Officer, The Torch 
 
Group 4:  Plain and Simple: The tools you need to maintain legal integrity in your project 
Host: Michaela Olijnyk, Arts Development Team Leader, Arts Access Victoria   
Discussant: Adam Rozsa, Arts Development Officer, Arts Access Victoria 
It doesn’t matter what area of community arts practice you work in, perhaps  with young 
people, people from culturally diverse backgrounds or people with disabilities. Hear about 
simple tools and practices to help understand and talk about legal issues that protect 
everyone involved in your community arts project or group. 
 
3.45: Round 2 Discussion Groups 
Feel free to change groups or stay with a topic of interest to you. 
 
4.15:  Summary and closure     Michelle Chiller 
 
Evaluation forms: please help us to help you, and complete an evaluation form 
before you leave.  Janel and Monique will swap you for a sweet treat.  
 

Please note:  Speakers and audience members posing questions 
may be filmed or recorded during the presenters’  panel.    
If you do not wish to be recorded, please advise Kim Dunphy. 



                                                                        
 

                                                                     

                           This event is also supported by VicHealth and the Torch  
 

Speakers and their projects: 
 
Michelle Chiller, Chair, Executive Officer of The Torch, has a formal background in social health 
and brings a range of skills and experience to The Torch, particularly in the area of community 
development.  She has worked with a diverse range of communities, including Indigenous 
communities in remote north east Arnhem Land and Victoria.  Michelle had her first taste of the 
arts whilst in Vietnam, where she evaluated a United Nations Youth Strategy looking at the role 
of the arts in empowering young people to have a voice about community issues. 
  
Rebecca McLean, a Swinburne Film School graduate, has worked in the film and television 
Industry for more than 25 years directing and producing short films, documentaries and 
countless hours of magazine television both as a director and producer.   She has also lived in 
Central Australia for many years working for Aboriginal Media Organisations such as PY Media, 
CAAMA and Warlpiri Media. She is now producing and directing behind the scenes 
documentaries about the film industry.  Last year she filmed on the set of Wog Boy 2  with Vince 
Colosimo and Nick Giannopoulos. She is currently filming on the set of Fred Schepisi’s new film 
The Eye of the Storm starring Judy Davis, Geoffrey Rush and Charlotte Rampling.    
 

John Smithies, Director and  Pia Smith, Researcher, Cultural Development Network 
John and Pia will present the findings of a project, Community Consent and the Arts, undertaken 
recently for VicHealth to assist development of consent protocols for community based arts 
projects, especially those supported by VicHealth www.culturaldevelopment.net.au/projects.htm 
CDN is an independent non‐profit group that links communities, artists, local councils and 
organisations across Victoria. We advocate a stronger role for participatory arts and cultural 
expression to build a healthier, more engaged and sustainable society. 
Pia is a freelancer who can be contacted on piacharlottesmith@gmail.com 
 

Adam Rozsa, Arts Development Officer and Michaela Olijynk, Arts Development Team Leader,   
Arts Access Victoria 
Raw Law is a suite of accessible legal information and resources for artists with a disability 
including artists who experience mental health issues. This project provides artists with an 
empowered position to protect their rights and make informed decisions.  In clear, succinct and 
accessible ways, Raw Law gets to heart of legal issues such as copyright, moral rights and 
contracts.  Arts Access Victoria is a disability arts organisation providing access, participation, 
engagement and professional development in the arts and cultural life across Victoria for people 
with a disability.  More information available from www.artsaccess.com.au. 
 

Mark Camilleri , Psychologist,  Health Protection, Blood Borne Virus’ Program,  Action Centre, 
Family Planning Victoria.  Mark is a registered psychologist with the Psychologist Registration 
Board of Victoria since 1998 and has worked with Same Sex Attracted Young People and in 
Adolescent Sexual Reproductive Health field with “high risk” clients at the Victorian AIDS Council, 
Aidsline, Department of Human Services and Moreland Community Health Service.  Mark 
currently runs the YAK Same Sex Attracted Young persons’ social support group at the Action 
Centre in the city of Melbourne. YAK was funded by City of Melbourne for the Not So Straight 
film project. 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Jemma Mead, Youth Health Team Leader, Merri Community Health Service,   
Y‐GLAM Performing Arts Project is a community cultural development program for same sex 
attracted and transgender young people between the ages of 14‐25. Since 1998, Y‐GLAM has 
devised and performed thirteen theatre works, produced a community service announcement 
for TV, designed an anti‐homophobia postcard campaign and produced a 20 minute video.   
www.merrichs.org.au/Pages/YGLAM.aspx.   Jemma has been a practising community cultural 
development artist since the early 90s in Melbourne and is committed to providing creative 
opportunities for marginalised communities, particularly young people.  Jemma was one of the 
founders of Y‐GLAM and she continues to support Y‐GLAM in her current role. 
 

Dr Mark Williams is a practising lawyer to the arts community and the entertainment and 
information industries.  Mark has been at the forefront of convergence issues since the early 
1980s including Federal and High Court cases on copyright infringement and the protection of 
confidential information. This includes work for film, television, computer games, music, stage 
and visual arts organisations.   He was a director of VISCOPY from 2000 to 2004 and successfully 
lobbied government during this period on copyright law reform.  He is Adjunct Professor in 
RMIT’s School of Art where he has taught a course in Arts Management and the Law for ten 
years. Mark was previously a Board member of Arts Access for five years and Chandrabhanu's 
Bharatam Dance Company.  He has advised professionally in relation to many community arts 
projects and projects with a community component.   www.williamssolicitors.com   
 
Event presenters and partners:  

The City of Melbourne’s Arts and Participation Program uses art to engage with communities 
and influence the development of the city’s culture. The program initiates and produces major 
arts projects in Melbourne that provide creative collaborations between artists and communities 
to high artistic public outcome.  Projects explore and challenge emerging agendas in society and 
embrace new opportunities in art forms that strengthen community spirit and 
identity.   www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/artsparticipation                
Enquiries: Vicky Guglielmo, Program Manager, 9658 9609 vicky.guglielmo@melbourne.vic.gov.au  

VicHealth (The Victorian Health Promotion Foundation) is a statutory authority with an 
independent chair and board of governance with vast experience in health, sport, the arts, 
research and communication. www.vichealth.vic.gov.au  

The Torch is one of Victoria’s leading cross‐cultural arts organisations. Working in partnership 
with Victorian communities, The Torch is particularly committed to supporting people in regional 
areas to develop arts‐based projects that engage local communities to develop skills, respond to 
issues in their community, and advance community connections and capacity building. 
www.thetorch.org.au  

The Cultural Development Network   www.culturaldevelopment.net.au                                
Enquiries:  9658 9976 or kim.dunphy@culturaldevelopment.net.au 


