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Creative opportunities provide a fuller life experience and are part of the human rights of every person in the community.  More and more arts opportunities suitable for people with intellectual disabilities are being developed all around Australia and the world. These are generally led by artists and artsworkers have good skills and deep interest in increasing life opportunities for people with a disability.   Here are some resources and ideas to help you get started.  Hopefully some of these will add to the quality of life you already support in people with a disability. 
Organisations:

Arts Access: These people are the experts, with lots of resources, training programs, services including EASE ticketing service and a great regular e-bulletin about arts and disability.  Arts Access also host deafArts Network  www.artsaccess.com.au/home/   e-bulletin: enews@artsaccess.com.au
Cultural Development Network: my organisation does some work in the area of arts and disability. Our free monthly e-bulletin has information about arts in the community more broadly. www.culturaldevelopment.net.au
Metro and Rural Access workers: every local council in Victoria has one of these workers whose job it is to increase opportunities for people with a disability. Most of them have lots of experience with local creative initiatives and all of them can help you find resources in your community. Contact your local council. 

Dance Movement Therapy Association of Australia: has a number of members who lead dance programs for people with a disability. They also run professional development activities and sell resources. www.dtaa.org,au
Arts companies:  A growing number of arts organisations involve or present artworks by people with an intellectual disability, for all levels of skill; community and recreational to international professional level.  Here are just a few, but there are many more. This webpage has excellent lists  http://www.artsaccess.com.au/connect/
Back to Back Theatre Company, Geelong http://backtobacktheatre.com/ 
Rag Theatre http://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/rag_theatre_troupe.htm
Rawcus  http://www.rawcus.org.au/     Weave Movement Theatre  http://www.weavemovementtheatre.com.au/
City of Voices  www.pmnh.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=71&Itemid=85
Club Wild supports the creative expression of people with a disability through music, video and performance across Victoria - in seriously funky style!   www.clubwild.net
Family Dog Circus: For young theatre makers with and without disabilities, using movement to tell stories, operating accessible lighting & sound equipment, promoting youth leadership. http://familydogcircus.blogspot.com/

Arts training:   
Certificate I in Live Production for students with disabilities particularly those with individual learning needs www.nmit.vic.edu.au/courses/certificate_i_in_live_production_theatre_and_events_ignition_theatre_training
Resources:

Freedom to Move: Movement and dance for people with intellectual disabilities, Dunphy and Scott, (2003) 
Come and Join the Dance: a creative approach to movement for children with special needs, (1989) 
Jane Guthrie and Jan Roydhouse.        Both available from www.dtaa.org.au
For Arts Sake:  DVD and resource booklet that celebrates projects that enable people with a disability to share their experiences, issues and ideas. Enquiries: 5559 4828 or nballard@warrnambool.vic.gov.au
Special events:

Awakenings Festival: disability arts festival held every October in Horsham. http://awakeningsfestival.com.au/

Art of Difference Festival: held regularly at Gasworks, Albert Park www.gasworks.org.au/festivals/Art of Difference.php  
Other information about arts and disability:  National Arts and Disability Strategy 

http://www.cmc.gov.au/working_groups/national_arts_and_disability_strategy

Report: ‘Speak Up: Arts & Disability Priorities' identifies key findings, issues and solutions to promote full inclusion, access and cultural opportunities in the arts for people with disability. sectors.http://www.cmc.gov.au/working_groups/national_arts_and_disability_strategyhttp://www.aarts.net.au/resources/policy-research/speak-up-arts-and-disability-priorities-nsw/

